The Minor Prophets Overview

The Minor Prophets, often collectively known as The Twelve, comprise a vital collection of
Old Testament writings spanning from the pre-exilic era through the return from captivity.

These prophetic books - which range in length from single-chapter warnings to more
extensive texts - function as a unified literary body addressing issues such as covenant
disloyalty, social injustice, and spiritual apathy. Throughout their ministries, these
messengers persistently warned of divine judgment, pointing directly to the concept of the
Day of the Lord while simultaneously offering profound messages of hope, repentance, and
future restoration.

Following the devastating exiles inflicted by Assyria and Babylon, post-exilic prophets like
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi encouraged the rebuilding of the temple and called
communities back to faithful worship. Ultimately, these ancient oracles transcend their
historical context by anticipating the coming Messiah and establishing enduring theological
truths that continue to instruct and comfort the Christian church today.

Overview of the Post-Exilic Minor Prophets

The post-exilic minor prophets addressed the Jewish community returning to Judah from
Babylonian exile following Cyrus the Great's decree in 538 B.C.

While pre-exilic prophets primarily confronted open, national idolatry, the post-exilic period
shifted toward addressing spiritual apathy, economic hardship, delayed temple construction,
and covenant unfaithfulness

These prophetic writings reflect an eschatological tension - bearing witness to the initial,
physical restoration of Jerusalem while pointing forward to a fuller, ultimate restoration
through the Day of Yahweh, a new covenant, and the Davidic Messiah

In canonical study overviews, the books grouped under this post-exilic perspective include
Joel, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

Summaries and Key Points of the 5 Books

1.]Joel

Date & Context: Dated to 596-586 B.C. (and framed alongside post-exilic themes of
covenant renewal)

Core Theme: The Day of the Lord and Covenant Renewal

Summary & Key Points:
Three Days of the Lord: The book is structured around three distinct "Days of the Lord"—

the end of the old covenant order marked by a devastating locust plague and judgment, the
inception of the new covenant order, and the final consummation and restoration



Indictment of Sins: Joel condemns widespread transgressions including adultery,
drunkenness, idolatry, and licentiousness

Outpouring of the Spirit: Features the foundational prophecy of God pouring out His Spirit
on all flesh, which the Apostle Peter explicitly cites at Pentecost in Acts 2

2. Obadiah

Date & Context: Dated to c. 590 B.C,, it stands as the shortest book in the Minor Prophets (1
chapter, 21 verses)

Core Theme: Judgment against Edom and Israel's Restoration

Summary & Key Points:
Condemnation of Edom: Delivers a severe indictment against Edom (the descendants of

Esau) for its arrogance and violence against its brother nation Jacob (Israel)

Complicity in Jerusalem's Fall: Edom is rebuked for standing aloof, gloating, and actively
participating in plundering and casting lots over Jerusalem during its collapse

Future Inheritance: Proclaims Edom's complete destruction and promises that Israel will
receive its full inheritance in the Promised Land on the Day of Yahweh

3. Haggai

Date & Context: Dated precisely to 520 B.C. (the second year of King Darius of Persia),
roughly 18 years after the initial return from exile

Core Theme: Restoration of the Temple and Realigning Priorities

Summary & Key Points:
Call to Rebuild: Addressed directly to Zerubbabel (governor of Judah) and Joshua the High

Priest to motivate the returned Jewish remnant to resume rebuilding the Jerusalem Temple
after work had stalled for 15 years

Rebuking Apathy: Rebukes the community for prioritizing their own panelled houses while
leaving the House of God in ruins

Promise of Greater Glory: Encourages the builders with the prophecy that "the latter glory
of this house shall be greater than the former," serving as a typological shadow of future
spiritual restoration

4. Zechariah

Date & Context: Dated to 520-518 B.C. (contemporary with Haggai) and ties with Hosea as
the longest Minor Prophet book (14 chapters)

Core Theme: Restoration, Yahweh's Kingship, and the Coming Kingdom

Summary & Key Points:
Rich Structure: Contains seven or eight apocalyptic vision cycles (chapters 1-6), prophetic

calls to righteousness (7-8), and two extended messianic oracles (9-14)



Call to Return: Opens with Yahweh's invitation: "Return to me... and I will return to you"

Symbolic Cleansing: Highlights the symbolic cleansing of Joshua the High Priest from filthy
garments to represent spiritual restoration

Messianic Prophecies: Richly predicts the coming Davidic "Branch,” a humble king riding
into Jerusalem on a donkey, and the shepherd who would be pierced

5. Malachi

Date & Context: Dated to c. 450-400 B.C., concluding the Minor Prophets and the Old
Testament canon

Core Theme: Restoration, Divine Faithfulness, and Preparing for the Messenger

Summary & Key Points:
Indictment of Priests and People: Rebukes the priests for defiled offerings and neglect of

duty, while confronting the people for spiritual apathy, robbing God of tithes, and practicing
divorce - which Yahweh rejects as a betrayal of covenant faithfulness

The Faithful Remnant: Comforts the small remnant who fear the Lord, promising that God
keeps a scroll of remembrance and will spare them as His treasured possession (segullah)

Promised Messenger: Concludes with the promise of sending "the Messenger" (John the
Baptist) and Elijah to prepare the way before the great Day of the Lord.

]SM Family Camp: Post-exilic Minor Prophets pre-reading schedule for campers

Book (5) | Dates Chapters (24) | Speakers Recommended pre-reading
(B.C) period **

Joel 596 to 586 | Chapters (3) Eld Cheong KH Nov 2 - Nov 4

Obadiah | 590 Chapters (1) Dn John Ling Nov 5

Haggai 520 Chapters (2) Dn Jonathan Tan | Nov 6 - Nov 7

Zechariah | 520 to 518 | Chapters (14) | Rev Stephen Koe | Nov 8 - Nov 21

Malachi c. 400 Chapters (4) Rev Andrew Seet | Nov 22 - Nov 25

** Starting November 26, can begin a new round of readings or focus on revising the chapters
that require more attention.

** Continue the study journey post-camp by enrolling in JSM Bible Institute’s self-paced,
detailed book-by-book study of these 5 minor prophets.

** Upon successful completion, a certificate will be awarded.



